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MEMBER or rut HOUSE or COMMONS 
IN IRELAND, " 
N our late conferenceon the Popery Laws, . k 
particularly on thoſe of the 2d and * 
8th of Queen Anne, to prevent the further Fi 
growth of Popery in Ireland, you ſeemed 1 
diſpleaſed, that I did not ſubſeribe to your 908 
opinion, That theſe laws were not only -*\ 
« juſt and equitable in themſelves, but alſo; N 
&© ſo neceſſary a barrier to the proteſtant 1 | 
religion, that were they to be relaxed A 
* or weakened in the ſmalleſt degree, Po- 1 
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„ pery, with all its diſmal conſequences, 
* would irrifiſtibly break in upon us.” 


I confeſs that, beſides. the general, but 
groundleſs, prepoſſeſſion in favour of that 
opinion, and the title of the acts them- 
ſelves, ſome paſſages in their hiſtory ſeem 
to diſcover a like ſentiment in the original 
framers of them; for the duke of Ormond, 
then Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, on paſ- 
ling the firſt of theſe acts, acquainted the 
Parliament, (a) © That her Majeſty, by 
* giving her royal aſſent to it, did, as far 
* as lay in her power, eſtabliſh their religion 
* for the time to come.” And the Com- 
mons on the fame occaſion, not only (5) 
* thanked his grace for his /ignal care © 
6 their religion, but alſo congratulated him 
* on the great glory and felicity which he 
' acquired, by being thus made the inſtru- 
ment, under the queen, of giving a more 
* laſting ſecurity to the proteſtant rel. gion, 
« than it ever had fnce the Reformation.” — 


His Grace, indeed, was juſtly intidled 
to this congratulation, for when the Com- 
85 mons, 


(a) Com. Journ. 600 Ib. vol. III. f. 201. 
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mons, in a body, waited upon him with 

this bill, to be. tranſmitted into England, 
he gave them his promiſe, (e).“ That he 
* would recommend it in the moſt Hectual 
« manner; and do every thing in his 
* power to prevent the Further. growth of 
6c 1 i,4l L 
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— is no room to * of the duke, 
of Ormond's having always profeſſed him- 
ſe! If a zealous, and ſtedfaſt proteſtant ; but 
what evidently ſhows, that his civil ortho- 
doxy was not the more to be relied upon, on 
that account; and that it was not from any 
real attachment to the eſtabliſhed church, 
that he took ſo: active a part in procuring 
his barrier to the proteſtant religion, is 
his afterwards deſerting his proteſtant king, 
and adhering to a popiſh pretender to his 
throne, for which the Iriſh Commons (4) i 
«unanimouſly voted him guilty of High x 
« # Treaſon; his eſtate to be veſted in 17 
* the crown; and that a reward of ten 

| e thou- 


(e] Com. Jour. vol. III. f. 2or. 0 Ib. vol. IV. f. 64. 

* This idol of the Iriſh Commons in 1704, became af- 
terwards in 1715, the object of their deteſtation and con- 
tempt. 


t 8 1 
tt thouſand pounds ſhould be offered for 
* apprehending him, in caſe he landed in 
oh any part of Ireland.“ 


oy there ſeems to > be ſomethin g burleſque, 
in bringing the reformation into the above 
addreſs 


tempt. In their addreſs to the king tat year, there are 
the following remarkable words: © It is with the utmoſt 
< concern We find, that this country has been /o wnfortu, - 
nate gs to give birth to James Butler, late duke of Or- 
64 mond, a. perſon who, in deſpite of his allegiance,” and 
c the obligations of repeated oarhs, has been one of the 
&« chief authors aud fomentors of the wicked, and unnatu- 
7e ral rebellion na begun in Great Britain.“ Com. Jour 
vol. IV. f. 2212 

% The Catholics of freland, ” fays a late Wee writer 
on this occaſion, . ce were left to the mercileſs zeal of the 
4 duke of Ormond, who, regardleſ: of public faith, 
10 and the articles of the c apitulation of Limerick, formed, 
& and had enacted a body of penal ſtatutes through which 
there runs ſuch a vein of ingenious cruelty, that they ſeem 


9. to be dictated by ſome prætor of Diocleſian or Spaniſh in- 
74 quiſitor, rather than by a Britiſh nobleman— The duke 
45 thought, perhaps, to attone for immoralities, by en- 
& tailing miſery on a conſiderable part of the Iri na- 
nation. In his expedition on the coaſt of Spain, his ſol- 
diers committed many outrages, and profanations of what 
«was thought ſacred by the inhabitants— Yet, after the 
Je bill of attainder had paſſed againſt him, he fled for pro- 
te ction to that country, where he had connived at the 
& ſacrilegious exceſſes of his army; and afterwards retireg 
& to Avignon, 4 territory belonging to the firſt prelute of 
«that church, which he had treated with fo much cruelty.” 
Conſider, on the Penal Laws againſt R. Catholics. 


2. 


1 7 1] 
addreſs of thanks to his Grace, for having 
obtained a penal law againſt the exerciſe of 


the /popiſh religion. All the world knows 


that the reformation took its riſe from free- 
dom of enquiry, and the right of private 

udgment: and that the penalties inflicted 
by 'the church of Rome, on all who differ 
from her in doctrine, or diſcipline, was 
one of the principal motives. of our quit- 
ting her communion; and ſhall we pre- 
tend to propagate, or ſupport the reformed 
religion, by means that are inconſiſtent 
with thaſe, which confeſſedly gave birth 
to the reformation itſelf? Is it right in 
us to inflift pains and penalties on papiſts, 
for difference of opinion in religious mat- 
ters, while we upbraid and condemn them, 
for having formerly inflicted them upon 
us, on the ſame account? muſt we give 
up a fundamental principle of the proteſ- 
tant religion, and adopt a popiſh one, for 
the deſence and propagation of the proteſ- 
tant religion? and yet, Sir, ſuch glaring 
abſurdity and contradiction will neceſſarily 
follow from our enacting, or executing pe- 
nal laws, againſt the exerciſe of the popiſh 


religion. 


But 
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But to come to the particular laws in 


queſtion, Jo. far am I from thinking them 
juſt, ar. equitable in any reſpect, that 1 
Mall endeavour to demonſtrate to you, 
firſt, that they were conſciouſly framed in 
violation of the public faith, and Againſt 
natural riglit; and ſecondly, that inſtead of 
bringing.honour, or ſupport, to out eſtas 
blithed:religion, they have a manifeſt; ten- 
dency-to weaken, and diſgrace it, by diſ- 
folving entirely thoſe moral, and religi- 
ous ties, whieh chriſtians of all denomina+ 
tions have hitherto believed to be indif- 
peuſably bigdling on * Conſoirmots of 
men” * xn nt ON Cy 
210121 1870 62 Ab 1 ft 
For this purpoſe, So me lars Sir, to 
remind you, that by the firſt of the Civil 
Articles of Limerick (which, upon the 
futrender Of that city, were freely, and 
Winner entered into, = the year. 1692, 
= | with 


2 That great and eminent 1 lord Camden, not 
long ſince, took occaſion, in the Houſe of Lords, to declare 
poblickly;” that theſs laws were a heap of monſtrous ab- 
«ſurdities, aid vile oppreſſion ; ſubverſive of the moral 
% duties between man and man; and Aa profanation of 
"* whatever is held moſt ſacred in religion.“ 


1 


1 53 1 | 
with general Ginckle, commander in chief 
of their majeſties K. William and Q. Mary's 
forces in Iteland, in conjunction with the 
then lords juſtices; and afterwards con- 
firmed by the King and Queen) It 
« was ſtipulated, and agreed, that e Ro- 
* man Catholicks of that kingdom ſhould enjoy 


ſuch privileges in the exerciſe of their re- 
« ligion, as were conſiſtent with the laws of 
* it (then in being) of as they did enjoy in 
* the reigh of f King Charles II. and that 
* their Majeſties, as ſoon as their affairs 
* would permit them to ſummon a parlia- 
„% ment there, would endeavour to procure 
e the faid Roman catholicks ſuch further ſe- 
35 ry in that ru ts as might preſerve 


us them 
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'In their Majeſties confirmation of theſe articles are the 
following words: And as to ſuch parts thereof, for which 
«an at of parliament ſnall be found to be neceffiry. we 
* ſhall recommend the ſame to be made good by parliament, 
and ſhall give our royal aſſent to any bill or bills, that 
© ſhall be paſſed by our two houſes of 2 for that 
10 purpoſe, 5 * 
+ In the reign of Charles II. by the laws then in * al 
«the papiſts of Ireland had the fame liberty, that any of 
« their fellow · ſubjects had, to purchaſe avy manors, lauds, 
ic tenemets, hexeditaments, leaſes of lives, or tor years, or 
any other thing of profit whatipever,” 


4 2 dw 
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* them from any diſturbance on account of 
** their religion.” And hy the eleventh of 
the ſame articles, the lords juſtices, and 
general Ginckle did undertake to uſe 
c their utmoſt endeavours, that theſe arti- 
ce cles ſhould be ratified, and confirmed in 
** parliament.” 


This ſurrender, Sir, of Limerick, and 
the other garriſons poſſeſſed by the Iriſh 
for King James, happened at a moſt fa- 
vourable conjuncture for King William; 
who was then engaged in a war with 
France; * a fleet, ſent by Lewis XIV. 
to the relief of Limerick, having arrived 
in Dingle-bay a day or two after the arti- 
cles were ſigned; which, had it got ſafe up 
to the town a day or two before, would have 
protracted the Iriſh war, to the great diſ- 
appointment, and obſtruction of K. Willi- 


am's foreign deſigns. , This fleet con- 


ſiſted, 


* Harris's life of K. William, f. 353. But a few days 
te before the ſurrender of the town, they were encouraged 
« by new intelligence of twenty ſhips of war ſpeedily to arrive 
(from France) under the command of Monſieur Chateau 
% Renault.” Leland Hiſt. of Ireld. vol. 3d. p. 610 

(J) Harris! life of K. William, 


( 12 ] 


te Gted, as appears by the minutes of aletter 
* fromthe lords juſtices to the king, of eigh- 
* teen ſhips of war, fix fire-ſhips, and twen- 
* ty great veſſels of burthen ; and brought 


* on board between 8 and 10, ooo arms, 200 


© officers, and 3000 men.” I mention theſe 
particulars, to ſhew you, of how great im- 
portance this capitulation was, * at that 
juncture, to thoſe who afterwards thought 
it neceſſary, for the advancement of the 
proteſtant religion, to make a public, and 
permanent breach, by a law, in the firſt 
principal article of it. 


But the infringement of theſe articles, 
on the part of government, commenced 
very early after they were figned; and 
it was afterwards repeated, from time to 
time, in ſuch a manner, as prepared the 
minds of the people to receive with 
leſs ſurprize, the total violation of them 
by the acts to prevent the further growth 


of popery, which were even then in con- 


templation. 


For although by the firſt military arti- 
ele,“ it was agreed, that all perſons, of 
what quality ſoever, that were willing 
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& to leave the kingdom, ſhould have free 
liberty to go into any country beyond the 


, ſeas (England and Scotland excepted) 
e with their families; yet, it is confeſſed 
that the lords juſtices, and general 
Ginckle, endeayoured to render this arti- 
cle of as little force as poſfible, for, as 
great numbers of the Iriſh officers and 
* ſoldiers had reſolved to enter into the 
* ſervice of France, and to carty their fa- 
* milies with them, Ginckle would not 
* ſuffer their wives and children to be 
* ſhipped off with the men; not doubting 
* but that by detaining the former, he 
* would have prevented man 
*'ter from going into that ſervice.” 
I fay, was, confeſſedly, an infraction of 


that article. 


It appears by a letter of the lords juſtices 
of the 19th of November 1691, not quite 
two 3 after the ſigning of the arti- 
cles, that their lordſhips had received 


* complaints from al/ 1 of Ireland, of 
| ;.-— 


x 


(e] Harris life of k. William. » 


th 


et. the * ill treatment of the Iriſh who had 
© ſubmitted, had their majeſties protection, 
or were included in articles; and that 
they were ſo extremely terrified with ap- 

** prehenſions of the continuance of that 

** uſage, that /ome thouſands of them, who 
* had quitted the Iriſh army, and went 
e home, with a reſolution not to go for 
* France, were then come back again and 
* preſt earneſtly to go thither, rather than 
* ftay in Ireland, where, contrary to the 
* publick faith, (add thetic juſtices) as well 
* as law, and juſtice, they were robbed of 
* their ſubſtance, and abuſed in their per- 


“ {ons, | 


The following curious anecdote concern- 
ing theſe articles will probably throw ſome 
light 


® About this time, “ the juſtices of peace, ſheriffs, and o- 
re ther magiſtrates, preſuming on their power in the country, 
« had, by colour of their authority, in an illegal and arbi- 
te trary manner, dilpolſeſſed ſeveral of their majeſty's ſubjects 
« not only of their goods and chattles, but of their lands 
© ond tenements, to the great diſturbance of the peace of 
te the kingdom, ſubverſion of the law, and reproach of their 
« majeſty's government. The lords juſtices, therefore, com - 


6 manded ſuch practices to be forborn. Harris. Ib f. 357» 


{ 14 | 
light on the cauſe of this early infringe- 
ment of them. King William, as I have 
before obſerved, was at this time engaged 
in a war with France; but, (+4) * while his 
* troops were divided, by means of the 
« Iriſh war, he could not proceed, with 
« the defired ſucceſs, in Flanders; and 
* therefore, to put a ſpeedy end to that 


% war, he ſent inſtructions to the lords © 


* juſtices to iſſue a declaration, aſſuriug 
* the Iriſh of much more favourable conditi- 
* ons, than they afterwards obtained by 
& the articles of Limerick, the juſtices 
% formed theſe inſtructions into a procla- 
* mation, afterwards ſtyled the ſecret pro- 
* clamation, becauſe though printed, it 
was never publiſhed, for their lordſhips 
* finding Limerick reduced to the condi- 
* tion of capitulating, /morbered the pro- 
% clamation; and haſtened to the camp, 
e that they might hold the Iriſh to as Hard 
* terms, as the king's affairs would per- 
& mit, This they effected, and although 
(adds my (i author) they deſerved the 
* thankful acknowledgments of every pro- 

„ teſtant 


0% 18. ib. f 372- (7) Ib. ib. 
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*.teſtant in the kingdom; yet a party ſoon 
« ſprung up that inveighed loudly againſt 
* the articles. The deſigning men of this 
party quarreled with them, only becauſe 
their expectations were diſappointed of 
** raifing large fortunes out of the forfei- 
** tures ; but they eaſily drew a majority of 
© the proteſtants to their fide. They thought 
*© the Iriſh entitled to xo articles, but what 
would expoſe them to the ſevereſt events 
of war. They cenſured the lords juſ- 
** tices, and the general, as if the king 
and kingdom were betrayed, fiſting that 
© rhe articles ought not to be obſerved. This 
© party-war was ſoon declared from the 
** pulpit. // Doctor Dopping, biſhop of 
** Meath, preaching before the juſtices in 
** Chrift-church, the ſunday after they 
had returned from the camp, argued, 
** that the peace ought not to be obſerved 
with a people fo “ perfidious. To obvi- 
| ate 


(+) Id. ib. 

* This ill opinion of Iriſh papiſts was, probably, taken 
from thoſe ſcandalous libels (then induſtriouſly publiſhed 
and propagated) on the principles, and actions of ſuch of 
theſe people as had been concerned in any of the different 

inſurrections 


wh © 


ate this notion, Doctor Moreton, biſhop 
& of Kildare, the following ſunday, ſhew- 
* ed the oh ation of keeping the public faith. 
This matter became ſo much the ſubje& 
* of diſcourſe, that it was necetlary to ſet- 
11 tle +0646 $ 1 4 0 on the controverted 
| | bat points: ; 


inſurrections anterior to, or coincident with, the 3 reva- 
lotion; and all the penal laws, fince enacted againſt the 
exerciſe of their religion, and the ſecurity of their property, 
ſeem to have proceeded from the ſame cauſe ; but, belides 
that the Jriſh papiſts of this day, are not, certainly, ac- 
countable for the principles, or actions, of their predeceſ- 
ſors ; that the experience of almoſt a century has proved 
them to be good ſubjects: and that thole libels, in which they 
are traduced, have been clearly ſhewn to contain nothing 
elſe, but groſs milrepreſentatians, or miſconſtructions, of 
facts, the mean but natural, effects of party-zeal and ma- 
levolence (fee Hiſtoric. and Critic. Review of the civil wars 
of Ireland) yet ſome of the moſt grievous of theſe penal 
Jaws are ſtill, daily enforced againſt them, Whereas, it is 
confeſſod, tliat both the principles, and a&ions of thoſe pro- 
teſtants, who call themſelves avabaptiſts, were, originally, 
rebellious, ſanguinary, and utterly ſubverſive of all order, 
and ſocicty {ſee Dr. Robertſon's lifs of Charles V. p 348, 
Kc.) yet, on account of their preſent peaceable hehaviour, 
and diſpoſitions, they are juſtly indulged in the full protec- 
tion of the laws of their country, with reſpect to both their 
civil, and religious rights; and can it be conſonant to either 
the wiſdom, or equity, of government, to treat ſo very diſ- 
ferently, two claſſes of dutiful ſubjects, for no other reaſon, 
but becauſe one of them is called popi/Þ, and the other pro- 
teſlant. | 


Eo 


* points; and to that end, Dean Singe, 
© preached in the fame church, Keep peace 
* eoith all men, if it be poſſible; and mo- 
* derated fo * judiciouſly, that no more 
« was heard of the diſpute from the pul- 
* pit; but in parliament and cpuncil, the 
difference ſubfiſted, until the Engliſh 

act of reſumption quieted the diſputants, 

** who then ſaw they loſt nothing by the 
#6 articles,” 


Thus, Sir, you ſee, not only of what 
Importance this ſurrender of Limerick, and 
the other garriſons, was to King William, 
at that period; but alſo, what doctrine 
was preached from the pulpit, and what 
opinions were maintained in the council, 
and parliament, with reſpect to the obliga- 
tion of public faith, when engaged to 

1 9 TI Roman 


* By afferting” (ſays my author) © that the papiſts 
e were not to be try//cd, but that the articles were to be 
performed.” Ib. A ſtrange way of moderating this! one of 
the contracting parties is not to be truſted, and yet the o- 
ther is obliged to perform. If prejudice had not Blinded the 
Preacher, he would have ſeen that ſuch obligations are al- 
ways mutual, and 3 285 binding on both part; zes, Or wut 
binding on either. 


„rr A od oo 
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Roman Catholics. And that the majority 
of Proteſtants, in the enſuing Councils, and 
Parliaments, adhered to Biſhop Dopping's 
perfidious doctrine, ** that the articles of the 
«Peace ought not tobe obſerved with them, 
will evidently appear from the conſtant 
tenour of their ſubſequent proceedings a- 
gainſt theſe people; a brief ſpecimen of 
which I am now going to lay before you. 


It is confeſsed, that fo early as TI © the 
* year 1693, Lord Capel, one of the Lords 
« Juſtices, proceeded as far as it was in his 
© power, to Infringe the articles of Lime- 
&* rick.” In 1695, the ſame Lord Capel, be- 
ing Deputy, was held the ſecond Seſſion of 
the firſt Iriſh Parliament, in this Reign, 
If the Roman Catholics of Ireland expect- 


ed, at this Juncture, the performance of the 
King's ſolemn promiſe, to procure them 


ſach further ſecurity from Parliament, as 
ſhould preſerve them from any future diſ- 
turbance, on account of their Religion (and 
ſurely their right to expect it was unqueſ- 
tionable) they were, indeed miſerably diſ- 


appointed, 
(/ ) Harris Ib. £ 350. 


. 


appointed. For, inſtead of performing that 
promiſe, his Majeſty, on the contrary, ſuf- 
fered ſuch acts and“ Reſolutions to be paſſ- 
ed in that Parliament, as gave them infinite 
Diſturbance, on account of their Religion. 


But theſe n © were only preparatory 
ſteps to the ſeveral acts, then in agitation, to 


prevent the further growth of Popery. A- 
hs mong 


(n) Id. Ib. 

* December aſt, 1697. Relplved, that part of the AR 
d Eliz. Chap. zd. which obliges every perfon, not having 
n lawful or reaſonable excuſe to be abſent, to reſort e- 
very Sunday to Church, and there abide during the time of 
common prayer, preaching, and other ſervice of God be 
there miniſtered, under pain of tortciting for every neglect, 

twelve-pence, ought to be put in execution.“ Comm. Jour. 
vol. 2d. f. 984. An additional, and much more grevious, pe- 
nalty, which delinquents incurred by this Act were the cen- 
ſures of the Church.“ And for the execution thereof (ſays 
the act itſelf) the Qucen's moſt excellent Majeſty, and the 
Lords Temporal, and the Commons in the preſent Parliament 
aſſembled, do in God's name, earneſtly, require all Archbi- 
ſhops, Biſhops, and o ther ordinaries, that they ſhall endeavou 
themſelves to the utmoſt of their knowledge, that the due and 
true execution thereof may be had throughout their Diaceles, 
and charges, as they will anſwer before God for ſuch evils, and 
plagues, wherewith almighty God may juſtly puniſh his peo- 
ple for neglecting this 7:04 and whelz/ome Law. See Com. 
Jour, vol. 2d. f. 983. 
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mong many other ſevere Laws, then enact- 
ed againſt Catholics, on account of their 
Religion, his Majeſty gave his Royal aſſent 
to that illiberal act to reſtrain foreign Edu- 
cation, by which it was provided, that,“ if 
any ſubjects of Ireland ſhould after that 
Seſſion of Parliament, go, or ſend, any 
child, or perſon, to be educated in any Po- 
piſh Univerſity, College or School; or in 
any private family, or if ſuch Child ſhould, 
by any Popiſh perſon, be inſtructed in the po- 
piſh Religion; or, if any ſubjects of Ireland 
ſhould ſend money, or other things, towards 
the maintenance of ſuch child, or other per- 
ſon, already ſent, or to be ſent ; every ſuch 
offender, being thereof convicted, ſhould 
be for ever diſabled to ſue, or proſecute, 


any Action, Bill, Plaint, or Information, in 


law, or equity: be incapable of receiving 
any legacy, or deed of gift; or being Guar- 
dian, Adminiſtrator, or Executor, to any 
perſon. And beſides, that they ſhould i- 
Feit all their Estates, both Real and Perſonal 
during their Lives. 

Now. 


have not been able, ſays Mr. Langriſhe, in my reſearches 
into Holy writ, to meet with that particular paſſage of the 
{criptures, 


21 J 


Now, Sir, when you conſider, not only 
the general ſeverity of this act, but alſo, 
that 


ſcriptures, which gives us an authority to propagate the faith, 
by a perverſion of morals, nor ſhall I preſume to determine 
how far it was ever juſtifiable, for the ſake of ceremo- 
nial uniformity, © to build a Code of Religious laws, upon 
ce the ruin of every moral virtue, and obligation; to ſport 
© with the moſt ſacred feelings; to violate the fondeſt pre- 
* poſſeſſions of the human mind; to ſeduce even filial duty; 
© to tempt the ſon to become an Intereſted and bale inform- 
« er apainſt the pizty of his father; and to break the bonds 
& of all family affection and fidelity.” Speech in the Houle 
of Commons 1772, in a debate for enabling Papiſts to take 
building Leaſes. 

The chief, if not only objefion to the repeal of theſe 
Popery Laws, is that it would give the Papiſts power and in- 
fluence. © But ſuppoſe, ſays the ſame Mr. Langriſhe, ſome 
ce real and ſubſtantial influence were to follow from thence ; 
ce let it be obſerved, that the ſame cauſe which produces this 
* influence, does provide againſt the ill effects of it, for what 
& danger can reſult from conferring a degree of power on 
« any man, if in the very ſame act, and very ſame propor- 
« tion, you involve his intereſts, and alfections in the public 
« preſervation—Let the Roman Catholics, while they live 
© in this country (Ireland) which is the Country of their 
« Anceſtors, have the ordinary incitements to Induſtry, and 
« give them a juſt and permanent ſecurity in their property, 
« which will be the fruit of their induſtry ; and if after all 
« our care, the jealous precautions of the Legiſlature ſhould 
« fo far fail, as that any IJufluence ſhould follow in confe- 
e quence of ſuch ſecurity, it is an influence, which, for their 
« own ſakes, they will employ in the preſervation of a 
« Country, 
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that the words © in ary private family; or 
** by any popith perſon,” contained in it, 
may be conſtrued to imply, that even Ro- 
man Catholic parents reſiding for a time in 
a popiſn country, and inſtructing their chil- 
dren there, in the principles of their reli- 
gion, are liable, upon their return, to the 
penalties of it, you muſt certainly confeſs, 
that, if they ſuffered 19 diſturbance from 
the bare apprehenſion, to ſay nothing of 
the execution, of this act (which, in that, 
and the ſucceeding reign, was frequent, 
and ſtrict) they were, for patience, and 
reſignation, ſome of the beſt, and moſt 
exemplary chriſtians, then in the known 
world. 


le 


& Country, which they will then be tavglit to conſider as 
© their uu — for, ** we may reft aſſured from our know + 
„ ledge of human nature, from the experience of every na- 
&« tion in the world, that the efſentzal Tutereſls, not the 
& Speculative opinioni, of men, will be their ultimate con- 
& cern; and t{bat the wiſhes, and affections, the hearts 
« and the word of every man, wil! be directed to the de- 
« fence of that country, which affords him juilice, tran- 
«& quility, and protection. 


== 


It is really ſhameful to ſee, what mean, * 
malicious, and frivolous complaints againſt 
papiſts, were received, under the notion of 
orievances, by that parliament. (2) * A 
* petition of one Edward Sprag, and 
Others, in behalf of themſelves and other 
e proteſtant porters, in and about the city 
6 of Dublin, complaining that one Dar- 
* by Ryan, a papiſt, who dealt in coals, 
* employed porters of His -owwn perſuaſion, 
© having been received and read, it was 
© rdered to be referred to the examination, 
„% and confideration of the Committee of 
* Grievances, and that they ſhould report 
„their opinion therein to the houſe.” It 
is obſervable, that the complaint of the 
petition was not, that theſe proteſtant coal 
porters were not employed by Ryan, but 
that the popiſh coal-porters were. 


And yet, Sir, the very ſame commons, 
that ſhewed ſuch remarkable deference to 
this 


November 12th 1696. © Reſolved nem. con. that no 
« papiſt be protected by any member of this Houle, as his 
% menial ſervant.” Com. Jour. vol. 2d. f. 828. 

() Com. Journal vol. zd. f. 699. 
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this trifling petition of the proteſtant coal- 
porters of Dublin, refuſed to do common 
Juſtice, in a matter of the laſt conſequence, 
to that of ſeveral of the moſt reſpectable 
Roman Catholic gentry of Ireland. For, 
upon a bill's being brought into the houſe, 
very improperly entitled “ an act for the 
confirmation of the articles of Lime- 
* rick,” (o) a petition of Robert Cuſack, 
gentleman, Captain Francis Seagrave, and 
Captain Maurice Euſtace, in behalf of 
themſelves, and others comprized under 
the articles of Limerick, ſetting forth, 
that in the ſaid bill there were ſeveral 
clauſes, that would fruſtrate ſeveral parts 
of the ſaid articles, and deprive the peti- 
tioners of the benefit of the ſame ; and, if 
paſſed, would turn to the ruin of ſome, 
and prejudice of all perſons, entitled to the 
benefit of ſaid articles; and praying 
to be heard by council to the ſaid matters, 
having been preſented and read, it was un- 
enimouſly reſolved, that faid petition ſhould 


be rejected. 
In 


(o) Ib. f. 932. 
* Although the 6th military article of Limerick expreſ ly 
; provides, - 


| . 


In the ſame ſeſſion, (p) „it was re⸗ 
ſolved, nemine contradicente, that the ex- 
cluding of papiſts from having votes for 
the electing of members to ſerve in parlia- 
ment was neceſſary to be made into a * 
Law,” nothing, certainly, but ſuch a 
law was wanting, to complete the ſlavery 
of theſe people, beyond all poſſibility of 
redemption. And yet theſe, and ſeveral 
other proceedings of the like enſlaving 
tendency, were permitted and counte- 
nanced by a prince, the boaſted reſtorer of 
liberty to theſe kingdoms, whoſe public 
faith, and honour, were ſolemnly engaged, 
to preſerve their former priviledges entire, 
and to endeayour to obtain, from Parlia- 

ment, 


(„%) Ib. f. 978. 

provides, “ that no perſon whatſoever ſhall be moleſted for 
« any waſte, or treſpaſs, by him committed during the late 
© war ;” yet on pretence that the bridge of Laueſborough 
was broken down by the papiſts under K. James, ia that 
war, a Bill was ordered into the Houſe of Commons, 
& October 1703, for charging the eſtates of papiſts, reſtor- 
« ed by the articles of Limerick, with the expence of re- 
cc building it.” Com. Jour. vol. 3d. f. 87. 

* Yet afterwards in the ſeſſion of 150g, iu a debate on a 
diſputed election, ſome members inſiſted, that papiſts had a 
right to vote in ſuch caſes. See Com. Jour, vol. 3d. f. 659. 
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ment, further Security for them, in the 
article of religion, which was what alone 
rendered them obnoxious to government. 


I know you will tell me, in vindica atioti 
of your admired hero King William, that 
no general good has been ever wrought, 
without the con-comitance of ſome evil, 
done to particulars ; that in politics, as in 
war, deceit may be ſometims lawful : that 
as K. William's ſole defign in coming into 
theſe kingdoms was to reſcue us out cf the 
jaws of thoſe two formidable monſters, 
popery and ſlavery, then ready to devour 
us (which he has effectually done) grati- 
tude for our deliverance ought to make us 
overlook, and forget, whatever might ap- 
pear to the eye of bigotry, not ſtrictly juſ- 
tifiable, in the execution of it. To which 
I anſwer, not only that it is not clear, that 
that Prince's /o/e deſign in coming into 
theſe kingdoms, was to reſcue us fromthe 
two formidable monſters you mention ; 
but alſo that it is highly probable, after 
he had fully attained his principal end in 
coming, that he privately engaged to ex- 

pole 


1 

poſe us to that ſuppoſed danger, by pro- 
miſing to re-eſtabliſh the abdicated family 
on the throne of Great Britain, after his 
own deceaſe, Of the grounds. of this pro- 
bability you will be able to judge, by the 
following ſecret tranſaction, which has 
been but lately brought to light. 


(a) © In the treaty of peace at, Ryſio:ch, 
* as King William truſted not his three 
e plenipotentiaries with his agreement with 
* France, mankind juſtly concluded, that 
* a ſecret of the laſt importance had been 
* for ſome time depending between the 
* two kings; time has at length unravel- 
led the myſtery. Lewis, unwilling to de- 
e ſert James, propoſed, that the Prince of 
Wales, the Pretender, ſhould ſucceed to 
© the crown of England, after the death of 
* Wilham. The King, with little befitation, 
agreed to the requeſt: he even ſoleimuly en- 
T gaged to Procure {he repeal of the AF of” 
* ſettlement : and to declare by another act, 
* the Prince of Wales his fucceſſ;r to the 
* throne : thoſe (adds my author) who 


3 « aſcribe 


(%) Macpherſon's Hiſtory of England. 
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* afcribe all the actions of William to pu- 
* blic ſpirit, will find ſome difficulty in 
* reconciling this tranſaction to their ele- 
** vated opinion of his character. In this 
one conceſſion to France, he yielded up 
* all his profeſſions to England; and by an 
act of indiſcretion, or through indiffe- 
* rence, deſerted the principles to which 
* he owed the throne.” 


It would be irkfome to recite the many®* 
other inſtances of the breach of theſe arti- 
cles, which we find recorded in the Jour- 
nals of that parliament. I ſhall therefore, 
only mention one remarkable paſſage, which 
immediately preceded the paſſing of this 


6c 1 


Juſt, 


# Though by the gth civil article of Limerick, the oath 
to be tendered to Roman Catholics, to entitle them to all 
the privileges, and benefits of theſe articles, was the oath 
of fidelity or allegiance to their Majeſties, and ze other ; 
yet it was “ reſolved, nem. con, in November 1697, that 
« ſome further oath, than what was required by law, re- 
s nouncing the Papal authority in this kingdom, is neceſ- 
« fary for the peace, and quiet thereof.“ Com. Jour. vol. 


III. f. 979, and indeed, what a varicty of other captious 


oaths has been ſince deviſed, to enſnare and corrupt the con- 
ſeiences of Papiſts, for the only purpoſe of propagating and 
maintaining a religion, which is ſaid to owe its very being 
to the freedom, aud integrity of conſcience ! 


E001 


© juſt, and equitable” law, (as you are 
pleaſed to call it) to prevent the further 
growth of Popery. 


The Roman Catholic citizens of Lime- 
rick thought themſelves particularly * ſe- 
cured by their articles from any future mo- 
leſtation, on account of their religion, but, 
beſides what they had already ſuffered, in 
common with the reſt of their countrymen 
of the ſame perſuaſion, they are now com- 
pelled to abandon their dwellings and ſet- 
tlements there, on that jingle account, for, 
(%) © upon a petition of the mayor, ſheriffs, 
* and Proteſtant aldermen of that city com- 
** plaining” (like the proteſtant coal-por- 
ters of Dublin before-mentioned) “ that 
* they were greatly damaged in their trade, 
* and calling, by the great numbers of pa- 
*« piſts reſiding there, and praying to be 

cc re- 


* By the 2d civil article, “ the inhabitants, or reſidents 
« of Limerick, — of what profeſſion, ſrade, or calling 
feever they be, ſhall, and may uſe, exerciſe, and practile 
their ſeveral and reſpective trades and callings, as freely as 
they did uſe, exerciſe, and enjoy the ſame in the reign of 
King Charles the II. 

(%) Com, Jour. vol. III. f. 84. 
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& relieved therein; a clauſe was ordered to 
* be inſerted in the act to prevent the fur- 
ther Growth of Popery, that every perſon 
of the Popith Religion, then inhabiting 
* within the ſaid city, or its ſuburbs, ſhould 
give in ſuffectent bail, or ſecurity, before 
„ the chief magiſtrate of the ſaid city, that 


% they would bear themſelves faithfully 


* towards her Majeſty; or, in default of 
giving ſuch ſecurity, - ſhould depart out of 
te the ſaid city, and ſuburbs.” “ 


Now, 


* The act itſelf ſets forth, © that if any perſon or perſuns 
© of the Pppiſn Religion, other chan ſuch trading mer- 
* chants, net exce:ding twenty in each of the ſaid towns 
(Limerick and Galway) as {hall be licenſed by the chief 
„ governor or governors of this kingdom for the time being, 
& ſhall preſume to live, dwell, or inhabit, or take any 
„ houte or tenement in the city of Limerick or town of 
« G:ilway, or the ſuburbs of either—he, or they, ſhall for- 
«© feit all his or their goods and ehattles, and ſuffer impri- 
*« {onment for the ſpace of one whole year.“ Com. Jour, 
vol. III. f. 133. Sir Theobald Buttler, in bis pleading a- 
gainſt this bill before the Houſe of Commons, in 1703, ob- 
ſerves, „that the Roman Catholic citizens of Limerick were 
e prohibited by it from living or ſtaying there, even ſuch 
te as were under the articles, and by virtue thereof, had 
F ever ſiuce lived there, without giving ſuch ſecurity, as 
« neither thele articles, nor any law heretofore in force, do 

h ** require, 


555 | 


Now, Sir, beſides the difficulty of their 
getting ſuch ſecurity, as, at that period of 
jealouſy and diſtruſt, would be allowed 
ſufficient by the chief magiſtrate, who was 
himſelf the principal petitioner againſt them : 
even thoſe few Popiſh inhabitants, whoſe 
ſecurity was unexceptionable, and who, 
conſequently, c could not be hindred to con- 
tinue in their habitations, were yet, ſoon 
after, put under a neceſſity of abandoning 
them, of their own accord: unleſs it can 
be ſuppoſed, that trading people can live 
contentedly, or with any fort of conveni- 
ence, in a place, where they are forced to 
remain ſeparate from their wives, chil- 
dren, and ſervants; for that ſuch was to be 
the ſituation of thoſe few licenſed papiſts 
(not more than twenty were ſuffered to be 
licenſed) is manifeſt from hence, that, 
*in(a) March 1704, a petition from the 
Roman Catholic inhabitants of Lime 
**.rick, Praying, that Jail might be w_ 
* for their wives, children, and ſervants, 
* as inhavitants thereof, having been pre- 


* ſented 


&© require, except ſeamen, fiſher-men, and day labourers, 
& who did not pay above forty ſlüllings a year, rent.“ 


(«) Ib. f. 281. 
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** ſented to the houſe, and read, it was 
ordered to be rect ed. 


It-is worthy of particular notice, that 
about the time of paſſing this act to prevent 
the further growth of popery, ſeveral mem- 
bers of the Houſe of Commons, as if a- 
ſhamed of having been any way concerned 
in that tranſaction, reſigned their ſeats; 
deſiring that writs might be iſſued to 
chuſe other members in their room. And 
this humour of reſigning became ſo gene- 
ral among them, that it was (5) (at laſt) 
** unanimouſly reſolved, that it might be 
made the fanding order of the houſe, that 
* no new Writs for electing members of 

“ parizjament, in the place of members ex- 

* cuſing theimſelves from the ſervice of the 
„ houſe, do iſſue af the defire of ſuch men- 
* bers, notwithſtanding any former prece- 
«« dent to the contrary,” * 

Upon 

(5) Com. Jour. vol. III. f. 296. It had been before reſolv- 
ec ed, that the excuſing of members at !heir own requeſt, from 
« the ſervice of the Houſe, aud thercupon iſſuing out new 
« writs to elect other members, to ſerve in their places, was 


« of dangerous conſequence, and tended to the ſubverſion 


« of the conſtitution of parliament.” 
* The ſecond Act to prevent the further Growth of Po- 


1 

Upon the return of this bill to prevent 
the further Growth of Popery, from Eng- 
land, (a) © Nicholas Lord Kingſland, Col. 
John Brown, Col. Burke, Col. Robert 
“ Nugent, Major Allen, Capt. Arthur 
* French, with other Roman Catholics of 
Ireland, and perſons compriſed in the 
* articles of Limerick and Galway, peti- 
* tioned to be heard by council againſt 

it: which was granted.“ 


This returned bill had a clauſe inſerted 
in England, which gave great offence to 
the whole body of diſſenters in Ireland: 
many of whom, then in the Houſe of 
Commons, were perſons of conſiderable 
power and influence; for this reaſon, it 
was expected, that it would have been to- 
tally laid aſide; and the rather, becauſe 
the diſſenters had before received ſome diſ- 
guſt, by a reſolution of a committee in 
October 29th, 1703, (5) „that the pen- 
* ſion of 12001. per ann. granted to the 

preſbyterian 


pery, was under debate in the Houſe of Commons, from the 

> 10th of May 1709, to the 18th of Jane following. See 
Com. jour. from f. 575, to f. 641. 

(a) Ib. f. 173. (5) Com. Jour. vol. LI. f. 76. 
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e preſbyterian miniſters in Ulſter, was ar 
** unneceſſary branch of the eſtabliſhment.” 


| The diſſenters, in their petition to the 
Commons, on occaſion of the above- 
mentioned clauſe, complained, ** that, to 

their great ſurpriſe aud diſappointment, 

te they found a clauſe inſerted in the Act 

| eto prevent the further growth of Popery, 

1 * which had not its riſe in that honoura- 
=. *© ble houſe, whereby they were diſabled 
* from executing any public truſt, for the 
* ſervice of her majeſty, the proteſtant 
* religion, or their country, unleſs contra- 
* ry to their conſciences, they ſhould receive 
* the Lord's Supper, according to the 
« rites and uſages of the eſtabliſhed 


c church.“ * 


This clauſe has ſince been called the ſa- 
cramental teſt, then firſt impoſed on the 
diſſenters of Ireland, whoſe zeal againſt Po- 
pery was ſo credulouſly blind, that upon a 


promiſe of having it repealed on the firſt 
opportunity, 


” Preſbyterian loyalty /ub finem, notwithſtanding their 
having ſince made many ſtrenuous efforts for its repeal, — 
Nec lex eſt juſtjor ulla, quam necis artifices arte perire ſua. 


1 


opportunity, they readily concurred with 
the reſt in paſſing (together with the clauſes 
again Popery) that mortifying one againſt 
themſelves; which as a juſt judgment for 
ſuch concurrence, has remained in full 
force againſt them ever ſince. * 


On the 23d of February 1703, purſuant 
to leave given by the Commons, Sir Theo- 
bald Buttler, Councelior Malone, and Sir 
Stephen Rice (the two former in their 
gowns, as council f.r the petitioners in 
general, and the laſt without a gown, as 
only petitioner in his private capacity) ap- 
peared at the bar of the Houſe of Com- 
mons. Sir Theobald Butler, the firſt, and 
principal ſpeaker on this occaſion, demon- 


F ſtrated, 


* This clauſe, inſtead of being repealed, was afterwards 
frequently put in ſtrict execution during Queen Anne's reign. 
& October 2gth 1707, reſolved, that by an act to prevent 
&« the further Growth of Popery, the burgeſſes of Belfaſt are 
ce obliged to ſubſcribe the declaration, and receive the ſa- 
&« crament, according to the uſage of the church of Ireland.“ 
Reſolved, -** that the burgesſhip of the ſaid burgeſſes of 
«© Belfaſt, who had not ſubſcribed the declaration, and re- 
&« ceive the ſacrament purſuant lo the ſaid act, were by 
*« ſuch ueglect, become vacant,” Com. Jour. vol. III. 


F, 546. 


11 


ſtrated, in a long and pathetic ſpeech, that 
almoſt every clauſe in the Act then before 
them, relating to the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland, was a direct infringement of one 
or other of the articles of Limerick, which 
he at the ſame time held in his hand, “ar 
* ticles,” added he, “ ſolemnly engaged 
* to them, as the public faith of the na- 
* tton—that all the Iriſh then in arms 
* againſt the government, had ſubmitted 
* thereunto, and ſurrendered the city of 
h * Limerick, and all other garriſons in their 
* poſſeſſion ; when they were in à condition 
* to have held out, till they might have 
been relieved, by the ſuccours then coming 
* out of France: that they had taken ſuch 
** oaths to the King and Queen, as by the 
*« ſame articles, they were obliged to take; 
that their l. was upon ſuch 
** terms, as ouzht to be then, and at all 
„ times, made good to them; and that 
* therefore, to break thoſe articles, would 
© be the greateſt injuſtice for any one peo- 
** ple in the whole world to inflict upon 
©* ano- 


(a) Ib. f. 279. (6) Account of the A on the Pos 
pery Laws. 
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another, being contrary to laws both of 
God and * man: that the caſe of the 
* Gibeonites, 2 Sam. xxi. 1. was a fear- 
* ful example of the breach of public 
faith; which, above a hundred years 
* after, brought nothing leſs than a three 
** years famine on the land, and ſtayed not 
** untill the lives of all Saul's family attoned 
* for it. That even among the heathens, 
and moſt barbarous nations all the world 
cover, the public faith was always held 
* ſacred and binding; and that, ſurely, 
it would find no lets regard, in that aſ- 
** ſembly.” 

The 


* Of the law of gavel kind, (enacted by the 13th clauſe 
of this bill) Sir Theobald Butler in his pleadings ſays, it is 
* a law in itſelf, /o monſ{rous, that I dare ſay this is the 
ce firſt time it was ever heard of in the world“ for 
* furely, adds he, it is a ſtrange law, which contrary to 
te the liws of all nations, thus confounds all ſettlements, 
% how ancient ſoever, or otherwile warrantable by all the 
&* Jaws hitherto in force, in this, or any other kingdom.“ 

© Informers are an infamous and odious ſet of people, and 
« in fact, the I:iſh Popery laws, and the conſtruction put 
ce upon them by the Iriſh lawyers and courts of juſtice, are a 
*« confuſed heap of oppreſſion and nonſenſe, and have very 
* much contributed to corrupt the morals of the people of 
* that country.” Lord Chancellor Camden, in the Houle 
of Lords, February gth 1775. 


„ 


The ſame, and other arguments, againſt 
the paſſing of this bill, were ſuffered to 
be pleaded at the bar of the Houſe of 
Lords; but were equally diſregarded by 
both Houſes : the petitioners were told, (a) 
« that, if they were to be deprived of the 
© benefits of the articles of Limerick, it 
* would be their own faults, ſince by com- 
*« forming to the eſtabliſhed religion, they 
* would be entitled to theſe, and many 


e other benefits: and that, therefore, they 


* ought not to blame any but themſelves, 
that the paſſing of that bill was needful 
* for the ſecurity of the kingdom ; and that 
there was nothing in the articles of Lime- 
«Erick, that ſhould hinder them to paſs it. 


The former part of this anſwer, Sir, 
was, you ſee, downright mockery, and a 
public inſult on national faith ; and, by 
the latter, a maxim ſeems to hive been 
adopted, which tends to deftroy all truſt 
and confidence among men, viz. that the 


moſt ſolemn engagement between parties 


may be violated or ſet aſide, by either of 
them, 


(a) Ib. 


39 J 
them, upon a feigned or groundleſs appre- 
henſion of danger from the other, by 
keeping it. I call the apprehenſion of 
danger, in this caſe, feigned or groundleſs, 
becauſe 1 think, I may challenge the ableſt, 
and moſt zealous ſticklers for theſe laws, to 
produce even one inſtance of ſuch miſcon- 
duct of the Roman Catholics of Ireland, 
from the year 1691, when the articles of 
Limerick were concluded, to the year 
1704, when the firſt of theſe laws was 
paſſed, as could occaſion in the government 
any real or grounded apprehenſion of danger 
or diſturbance from them. That no ſuch in- 
ſtance could be then produced, appears from 
hence, that one of the principal objections 
to their conduct was, © their not having 


** congratulated 


* Ib. Through this whole reign great numbers of Roman 
Catholics quitted the kingdom, on account of the ſevere 
execution of the Popery Laws ; and ſuch as were willing to 
return were not permitted, without licenſe obtained on the 
hardeſt terms. In 1713, © ordered to prepare an addreſs 
eto her majeſty, to deſire her, that ſhe will be pleaſed not 
*« to grant licenſes to Pap ils to return into this kingdom.“ 
Com. Jour. vol. III. It was even dangerous for them to 
attempt, or endeavour to hear what paſſed in the Houſe of 
Commons concerning themſelves; for in the ſame year, an 
order was paſſed, © that the ſerjeant at arms ſhould take 


* into cuſtody all Papiſts that were or ſhould pre/#are to 
come iato the galleries.” Ib. f. 976. 


——B 


od 
4 
44 
* 
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* congratulated her Majeſty Queen Anne, 


* by a dutiful addreſs, on her acceſſion to 
te the throne, as her Proteſtant ſubjects had 
done; which as it may be reaſonably 
accounted for, from their depreſſed, per- 
ſecuted, and deſponding condition at that 
juncture; ſo, had they actually addreſſed 
her Majeſty on that occaſion, in the moſt 
loyal and affectionate manner, moſt proba- 
ble it is, that their very accuſers would 
have conſidered and repreſented it, as the 
mere effect of adulation and hypocriſy, if 
not of iaſolence and preſumptiou in them. 


— who are conſcious of having of. 
ten, and openly, broken faith with others, 
have reaſon to dread, that others will not be 
ſcrupulouſly exact in keeping faith with them. 
It was, perhaps, from ſuch conſciouſneſs, 
that the government of Ireland, during all 
Queen Anne's reign, were inceſſantly ham- 
pering the Roman Catholics with oaths, 
= ; impriſonments, and forfeitures, without 
any other vifible cauſe, but that of their 


* Religion. But the behaviour of theſe 
people 


„What pitifal occaſions were then taken, to perſecute 
the perſons of Roman Catholics from every trifling act, er 
circumſtance 


[$8] 

people was always found fo blameleſs, that 
it ſometimes made their very perſecutors 
aſhamed of their ſeverity. In the year 
1708, on the bare rumor of an intended In- 
vaſion of Scotland by the pretender, no few- 
er than () ©* forty one Roman Catholic Noble- 
* men and Gentlemen were impriſoned in 
* the Caſtle of Dublin.” (c) And when 

they 


circumſtance, of their Religion, apperrs from the following 
paſſage among many others. There is, it ſeems, a place of 
Pilgrimage with them, in the county of Meath, called St. 
| Joba's well, which is frequented every ſummer, moſtly by 
infirm men, women, and children, in hopes of being cured 
of their ſeveral diſorders, by performing certains acts of 
devotion, and penance there. This the Iriſh Commons 
thought an important object of conſideration, and of nati- 
onal concern; and accordingly paſſed a vote, that theſe 
ſickly devotees “ were aſſembled there, to the great hazard, 
and danger of the public peace, and /ufety of the king- 
% #72.” in conlequence of which, fines, imprilonment, 
and whipping, were made the penalties of “ ſuch dange- 
„% rous, and tumultuous, aſſemblies.“ A penance, much 
more ſevere, than thoſe poor people probaly inter: ded to in- 
flict on themſelves ; and from which, they could hardly ob- 
tain any other cure of their diſorders but that univerſal one 
death; which in thoſe times of religious rancour, frequently 
bappened, by the extreme rigor of their puniſhn.eat., Com, 
Jour. vol. IV. | 


(4) Com. Jeur. vol. IV. f. 271. (e) Ib. 
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they were afterwards ſet at Liberty, + ( be- 
* cauſe they had ated nothing againſt the 

* Government,” ) the ſtate was ſo ſenfible 

of the wrong done them, by their long, 
and irkſome confinement, “ that it re- 
* mitted their fees, though they amounted 
* fo eight hundred and odd pounds.” 


Soon after the firſt a& to prevent the fur- 
ther growth of popery was paſſed, the com- 
mons entered into ſuch wild, and intem- 

perate reſolutions concerning the execution 
of it, and of other penal ſtatutes, which it 
revives, and confirms, as ſhew them to have 
been as little directed by common ſenſe, as 
they were by common humanity. In 
March 1704 (d) they reſolved, unani- 
* mouſly, that all Magiſtrates, and other 
*Ferſons whatſoever, who neglected, or o- 
* mitted, to put them in due execution, 
* were betrayers of the Liberties of the King - 
* dom.” In June 1705, ( e) © that the ſay- 


te ing, or hearing, of Maſs, by perſons who 
| | had 


+ Ib. + 1b. (a) Com. Jour, vol. III. f. 289. (e) Ib. 319. 
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* had not taken the oath of abjuration, 
* tended to advance the intereſt of the pre- 
tender; And, /“ that ſuch judges, and 
«« Magiſtrates, as willfully neglected to 
* make diligent enquiry into and diſcover, 
” 7 wicked Practices, ought to be looked 
© upon as enemies to her Majeſty's Govern- 

© ment.” And leſt the Judges at leaſt; if 
not the other Magiſtrates, ſhould be ſome- 
what aſhamed of executing this new office 
of enquiring into, and diſcavering, theſe wick- 
ed practices of ſaying and hearing maſs, on 
account of that infamy, which is common- 
ly annexed to the trade of Prieſt. Catchers, 
diſcoverers, and informers, theſe commons 
had before taken care, to reſolve anani- 
* mouſly, that the proſecuting, and informing 
** againſt Papiſts, was an“ HonouxaZE 
ſervice 


(J) Ib. 289. 


* The ſcheme of the original framers of theſe popiſh 
Laws, (and of the preſent advocates for their continuance) 
was, and is, by their ſeverity, to baniſh the popith natives 
out of the Kingdom, and introduce foreign proteſtants, in 
their room. This experiment was tried in the year 1709, 
« for, at the requeſt of the Lords and others of the council, 

eight 
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* ſervice to the Government.” Suth was 


the good faith, good ſenſe, and avowed 
honour, of theſe bigotted times. 

How very difterent from this, Sir, has 
been the ſtate and condition of the proteſ- 
tants in Germany, ever ſince the famous 
Treaty of Munſter in 1648 ; which was 
concluded with them by the Emperor Fer- 
dinand, on a like ſtipulation for Liberty of 
religious worſhip ; and guarantied by Heir 
moſt Chriſtian, and Catholic Majeſties, and o- 

ther 


& eight hundred and twenty one proteſtant palatine families 
e were then brought over to Ireland; and the ſum of twenty 
« four thouſand, eight hundred, and fifty pounds, five ſhil- 
cc lings and ſixpence, appointed for their maintenance, out 
& of the revenue ; on a reſolution of the Commons,” that 
4 it would much contribute to th: ſecurity of the Kingdom, 
« if the ſaid proteſtant palatines were encouraged, and ſettled 
ce therein,” But the error of that policy was ſoon after 
4c diſcovered; for the Lords, in their addreſs to the Queen, 
cc in 1711, thankfully obſerve, ** that her Majeſty's early 
ec care had even prevented their own endeavours, to free the 
ce nation from that /oad of debt, which the bringing over 
& numbers of uſeleſs, and indigent, Palatines had brought 
ec upon them. It is remarkable, that only four out of this 
great number of proteſtant palatines enliſted in her Ma- 
jeſty's army; ſuch was the ſecurity, which the Kingdom 
received from them! ſee Com. Jour. vol, III. f. 879. at 
this time great numbers of Roman Catholics had been dri- 
ven out of Ireland by the ſeverity of thele Laws. 
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ther Roman Catholic Princes, and flates in 


Tach, and Germany. (g) By this treaty, 
all their immunities, lands, territories, and 
0 dignities, together with the abſolutely 
cc free, and uncontrouled exerciſe of their 
* Religion : as alſo powers to bear Offices, 
* and enjoy not only Church-Livings, but 
** Biſhopricks. and Archbiſhopricks, were 
e granted, and for ever ſecured to theſe 
proteſtants; notwithſtanding the Pope's 
* Nuncio, then preſent at Munſter, openly 
f* proteſted againſt it; and the Pope him- 
* ſelf, Innocent X. ſoon after iſſued a Bull 
** declaring its Nullity, but this declarati- 
* on from the Pope (adds my Author) fig- 
* nified no more than one from Preſter Fobn 
* would have done. The Emperor, and 
*© Princes of Germany gloriouſly ſtood to 
* their Treaty; and took care to ſee the 
** ſame ſolemnly F ratified, and executed, 
* notwithſtanding 


(g) See Sir Peter Pet. Happy ſtate of England. pref, 


* From hence“ (adds Sir Peter Pet) © It appears, Fow 
ce wnſtudied theſe men are in the great Book of the world, 


** who think that popiſh Princes will not go on in the courſe 
WT; of 
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* notwithſtanding this declaration of its 
© nullity. They knew the Pope's nuncio 

*© would ſoon proteſt, and the Pope him- 
<« {elf declare, againſt the Peace; and there- 
fore, had in terms agreed therein, that 
no canons, Or decrees of Councils, or con- 
F cordates 


ce of their Politics, though the Pope ſhould ſeem in earneſt, 


< or in jeſt to ſiop them: Ib. Let me add, that although 
it be notorious that papal decrees and bulls, touching tempo- 
ral matters, have been often overlooked, or rejected, by 
Roman Catholic Princes, and States, as in the preſent in- 
ance ; yet there are ſome proteſtants, who merely through 
hatred of the religion and perſous of Roman Catholics, nat 
content with theſe Feople's adjuripg all civil power, and ju» 
riſdiction of Popes, in theſe Kingdoms z infilt alſo upon their 
abjuring the Pope's ſpiritual power; which is in no reſpect 
whatever concerned in temporal, or political affairs: at the 
fame time that they aſſume a ſuperior {piritua! power to them- 
ſelves, in what they call their chriſtian Liberty of! interpret- 
ing the word of God (which is not controulable by any 
earthly authority) in their own ſenſe, in matters relative t 
i civil as well as religions government, which is likely to 

prove much more dangerous, than any ſpiritual authority of 
the Pope, to proteſtant Kingdoms and ſtates ; it being evi- 
dent from Hiitory, that ihe prepoſterous exerciſe of that 
power, has principally occaſioned all the rebellions, that have 
ariſen in Europe ever fince the Reformation. For factions, 
confuſions, and rebellion, are the natural conſequences of 
ſuch falſe notions of chriſtian Liberty: which Mr. Adams, in 


_ celebrated oration at — in Auguſt 1776, thus 
. 
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** cordates with Popes, or . ſhould, 

«in any future time, be allowed againſt 
any article of it.” And „ Sir, 
« it has been, ever e religiouſſy ob- 
* ſerved, in eyery particular : and, in all 
on probability, will continue to be ſo. 


Thus, inſtead of the Pope's annulling, 
by his dull, the Scherr ener With effect, 


and 


artfully erforces, to his American fellow Rebels, as an ar- 
gument on which the lawfulneſs of their inſurrection is prin- 
cipally founded. Our forefithers, ſays he, threw off the yoke 
of Popery in Religion ; for you is reſerved the honour df 
& f/enelling the popery'ef Politics. They opened the Bible 
« to all, and maintained the capacity of every man to judge 
c for himſeif in Religion. Are we ſufficient for the com- 
te prehenſion of thi ſublimeſt ſpiritual truths, and unequal 
« to material and temperal ones? Heaven hath truſted Ws 
„with the management of things for elernity, and man de- 
« nies us ability to judge of the preſent, or to know from our 
te feelings and c:perience what will make us happy*”—*fyou 
can diſoern, {ay they, objects diſt int and remote, but can- 
© not perceive thoſe within your graſp *? — “ let us have 
« the deſtribution of preſent goods, and cut out, and ma- 
ce nage as you pleaſe the intereſt of futurity“ — “ This 
4 day, I truſt, the reign of Political Proteſitaniifm will com- 
& mence. We have explored the Temple of Rovalty, and 
ce found that the Tool we have lowed down to has eyes 
& which ſee not, ears that hear not our prayers, and a 
4 heart like the neitner mill- ſt one.“ s 
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and thereby fixing on the papiſts the odi- 
6us, imputed doctrine of not keeping 
faith with proteſtants,” you ſee that doc- 
trine itſelf was annulled in this inſtance, by 
the popiſh princes of France, Spain, and 
Germany, and I will venture to add, that 
it is now actually reverſed, and may be fair- 
ly retorted on their accuſers, for the vio- 
” of the articies of Limerick, 


Need I inform you, Sir, that theſe laws, 
under the ſpecious pretence of preventing 
the growth of Popery, bave, in reality, 
more effectually, prevented the growth of 
every thing, that is either uſeful or orna- 
mental, to Ireland; that, inſtead of pro- 
moting true religion, and its genuine ef- 
fects, private and public virtue, they have 
given birth to more hpocrihy; and under 
that dangerous diſguiſe, to more of every 
other ſpecies of moral evil, and turpitude, 
than was before known in this, or any other 
part of the Chriſtian world —that, by theſe 
laws, great rewards are, occalionally, beld 
forth to that vile and deteſted race of 
men, diſcoverers and informers ; who being 

thus 
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thus /egally countenanced, and encou- 
raged, plunder, indiſcriminately, parents, 
brethren, kinſmen, and friends; in de- 
ſpight of all the ties of blood, of affection, 
and confidence; in breach of the diyine 
laws, and of all former human laws, e- 


nacted in that, or any other kingdom, for 


the ſecurity of property, ſince the crea- 
tion of the world.* 


You 


* The only plauſible reaſon I ever heard for making and 
continuing theſe laws, is their tendency to bring the Papiſts 
of Ireland to a conformity in religion and loyalty with 
Proteſtants; and to weaken and impoveriſh ſuch of them 
as had forfeited at the revolution, to ſo great a degree, that 
neither they nor their poſterity ſnould be ever after capable 
of giving us any diſturbance, in either our civil or religious 
concerns. As for the firſt part of this reafon, it is noto- 
ious, that hypocriſy and diſaffection to both our religion 
and government are the firſt, and natural effects of ſuch 
forced converſions; and ſhould even converts, thus made, 
become at length real Proteſtants, and good ſubjects. Is 
© evil to be done, that good may ariſe therefrom,” in this 
one inſtance, when both reaſon and religion forbid it in 
every other ?—As for the ſecond part, the enacting ſuch 
predatory laws apainſt Papiſts, without ſome overt-a&, or 
proof of their intention at leaſt, even at that juncture, to 
diſturb the government, (which is not even pretended) was 
by no means juſtifiable, An enemy might compare ſuch 

proceeding 


5 þ 


Fou have ſeen, Sir, that one of the prin- 
cipal cauſes aſſigned for enacting theſe laws 
againſt Roman Catholics, was their not 
having addrefſed Queen Anne, on her ac- 
ceſſion td the throne : that cauſe, frivo- 
lous as it then was, cannot, now, be af- 
ſigned for their continuance. Theſe peo- 
ple, Sir, have often ſince, and with much 
better reaſon, expreſſed their heart-felt 
gratitude for the lenity ſhewn them by that 
Queen's illuſtrious ſucceſſors, the preſent 
Royal Family, in humble and dutiful ad- 
dreſſes, which have been graciouſly re- 
ceived. But even theſe addreſſes have 
been maliciouſly, becauſe conſciouſly, miſ- 
repreſented. ** The profeſſions of loyalty, 
* and even ſolemn oaths of Papiſts (ſay 
* their enemies) to Proteſtant governors, 
* are infincere and inſidious. They are 
6 licenced to make them, but with no 
* other view, than to propagate their ſu- 
i perſtition, and ſupplant the true reli- 
* pion; and when theſe purpoſes can be 
= 3 s ſerved 
proceeding to the policy of an highway- man, in putting 
thoſe he had robbed to death, leaſt, if ſuffered to live, they 


might afterwards diſcover, and proſecute him for the rob- 
bery. 


WA 
ved by acting counter to them, they 


© have diſpenſations and abſolutions at a 
*& Call.“ * a 


Thus do theſe doughty advocates for 
perſecution pretend to more wiſdom and 
ſolicitude fot the public ſafety, than the 
Legiſlature itſelf: which, in propofing the 
uſual oaths to theſe people, have hitherto 
imagined, that they were providing for 
the ſecurity of government, and attaching 
them to it, by the ſtrongeſt ties that can 
poſſibly bind the conſciences of men. 
Whereas, it ſeems, that by receiving them 
on ſuch terms, into any degree of truſt and 
confidence, they were giving government's 
greateſt enemies the beft opportunity they 

H could 


80 ridiculouſly jcalous and fearful were the framers of 
the Acts to prevent the further growth of Popery, of theſe 
papal diſpenſitions and abſolutions, that they obliged the 
very Qrakers to declare againſt them, “ and folemnly to 
© profeſs and teſtify they made that declaration with any 
e diſpenſation already granted by the Pepe, or hope of its 
tc being hereafter granted, and without believing that the 
Pope could ab/olve them from that declaration.“ Com- 

dur. 


1 


could have deſired, for undermining and 
betraying it. 


But can you, Sir, really believe, that 
men born with the ſame feelings, appe- 
tites, and paſſions, as ourſelves; and con- 
ſcious too, that they could have obtained 
diſpenſations and abſolutions, at a call, for 
conforming to the eſtabliſhed worſhip, 
would have voluntarily ſuffered, during 
theſe ſeventy years paſt, what all the world 
Eknovss the Roman Catholics of Ireland have 
ſuffered, on account of their non- confor- 
mity, in that ſpace of time? Iwill not be- 
lieveyou capable of thinking ſuch nonſenſe. 


The ſtraining of conſcience for worldly 
advantages, to make it conform outwardly 
to modes of religious worſhip, which it 
inwardly condemns, is a practice unheard 
of among Roman Catholics ; occafional con- 
formity, Sir, a principle avowed by ſome 
of their moſt violent accufers, is utterly re- 
nounced by them; and they have ever de- 
clared themſelves ready to abjure, in the 


moſt ſolemn manner, all power on carth, 
ſpiritual 


WE: 


ſpiritual and temporal, ſuppoſed to be ca- 
pable of diſpenſing with them, in that re- 
ſpect.* 

Theſe 


* But of all the evil tenets imputed to Roman Catholics, 
as peculiar and eſſential to their religion, the ſpirit of perſecu- 
tion ſeems molt to be dreaded, and is moſt confidently inſiſted 
upon; but how can ſuch a ſpirit be deemed peculiar to 
Roman Catholics, when it is notorious, that their very ac- 
culers perſecute both them, and one another, whenever 
they have the power and opportunity of doing it ? that it 
is far from being eſſential to their religion, appears from 
hence, that their ableſt aud moſt orthodox divines, and in 
particular, their lat Pope, Clement XIV. (who ſurely muſt 
be ſuppoſed to have known the eſſentials of his religion) 
condemns it as unchriſtian, and inhuman, “ The great 
„ misfortune in this caſe is,” ſays that eminently good and 
learned Prelate, “that ſome people confound religion with 
her miniſiers, and make her reſponſible, for their faults ; 
« it never was religion, but falſe zeal pretending to imitate 
& her, that ſeized fire and ſword, to compel heretics to ab- 
& jure their errors, and eus to become Chriſtians, There 
« were formerly (he confeſles) in the boſom of the church 
& falſe zealots, who contended for things not intereſting to 
& the faith; of whom {adds he) Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory fur- 
ce niſhes many exerpples, /+r ficient to make us tremble; for 
hat is more dreadfſ-:1, than to ſee good men fall victims 
© to a zeal diſpleaſing in the fight of God, and condemned 
| *© by the church, as equally hurtful to religion, and the 
ce rights of ſociety ? the practice of Jeſus Chriſt, (who dur- 


ing his reſidence on earth, bore patiently with the Sadu- 
„ cees 


[ 54 ] 


Theſe truths are now at length generally 
known; and they have been of lace, fo far 
publickly 


= 


4% cees and Samaritans, e Infidels, and Sch ſinaties of 
<< thole times) obliges us to ſupport our brethren, of what- 
© ever communion they be, to live peaceably with them, 

* and not to torment them on account of any ſyſtem of: 
© belief they have adopted. If we forceibly enliſt men 
into the church, we ſhall only make them prevaricators, 
* and hypocrites. The power. of the church is purely /þiri- 
* tual; and this is ſo true, that the firſt Chriſtians ſuſfe: ed 
* themſelves to be butchered, rather than rebel againſt the 
edicts of the (Heathen) Emperors: and our bleſſed Re- 
** deemer himſelf, when he prayed for his executioners, 
% taught us how his cauſe is to be avenged, Had the mi- 
4 niſters of the goſpel been always careful to follow that di- 
vine model, the enemies of Chriſtianity had not been able 
to bring againſt it the unjuſt reproach of being a perſe- 
& cutor. The church always d:/avowed thoſe impetuous 
% men, who, ſtirred up by undiſcreet zeal, treat thoſe who 
« go aſtray, with aſperity ; and its moſt holy biſhops, in 
all times, folicited the pardon of apoſtates, deſiring o»/y 
« their converſion. Men, therefore, ought not to impute 
« to the church thoſe exceſſes, of which hiſtory has preſerved 
& the memory, and which are repugnant to the maxims of 
«© the goſpel.” Ganganelli Lett. v. iv. ſee particularly his 
Diſcourſe on the Epirit of the Church, and on — 

Paſim. 

I know Voltaire, that noted ſcoffer at religion and god- 
lineſs, has written expreſsly againſt the authenticity and ge- 
nuineneſs of theſe letters; but, beſides, that the futility of 
his objeclions has already been clearly ſhewn, by the editor 


himſelf, at the end of the fourth volume; is it at all credi- 
ble, 


1 ] 


publickly acknowledged, as to have re- 
ceived a kind of ſanction from your legiſ- 
lature. A majority of humane and enligh- 
tened members in both houſes of your Par- 
liament, having been themſelves witneſſes 
of the dutiful behaviour of the body of the 
Roman Catholics of Ireland, under many 
painful trials: and conſcious, that their 
long perſeverance in ſuch behaviour was 
the beſt proof of the integrity of that prin- 
ciple, which has hitherto withheld them 
from ſacrificing conſcience, and honour to 
any temporal intereſt (ſince rather than 
violate either by hypocritical profeſſions, ) 
they have, all their lives, patiently ſuffered 
in that particular), Theſe truly patriotic 
members, I ſay, influenced by ſuch mo- 
tives, have cauſed an * oath to be framed 


(the 


ble, that Ganganelli's ſucceſſor, the preſent Pope, or his 
inquiſitorial court, which is ever exceedingly vigilant, and 
jealous on much leſs important occaſions of this kind, 
would have hitherto ſuffered ſuch an impoſture to remain un- 
cenſured, eſpecially, if theſe letters contained any doctrine 
repugnant to the eſſential tenets of the Romiſh religion? 


* In the following words, I A. B do take almighty 


God, and his only fon Jeſus Chriſt, my Redeemer, to wit- 
| neſs, 


Ca q , L 
Jy y LES 


Fr 


. 
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(the moſt certain proof ſurely, that poſ- 
ſibly can be ing or given by men, of 


the 


neſs, that I will be faithful, and bear true allegiance to our 
moſt gracious Sovereign Lord, George thethird, and him will 
defend to the utmoſt of my power, againſt all conſpiracies, 
and attempts whatſoever, that ſhall be made againſt his per- 
ſon, crown and dignity; and will do my utmoſt endeavour 
tp dilcloſe and make known to his majeſty and his heirs, all 
treaſous, and traitorous conſpiracies, which may be formed 
againſt him or them; and I do fiithfully promiſe to main. 
tain, ſupport, and defend, to the utmoſt of my power, the 
ſucceſſion uf the crown in his majeſty's family, againſt any 
perſon or perſons whatſoever; hereby utterly renouncing, 
and abjuring any obedience or allegiance, to the perſon 
taking upon himſelf the ſtile and title of Prince of W ales, 
in the lite-time of his father; and who, ſince his death, is 
faid to. have aſſumed the ſtyle and title of King of Great 
Britain and Ireland, by the name of Charles the third ; and 
to any other perſon claiming, or pretending a right to the 
crown of thele realms. And I do ſwear, - that I do re- 
nounce and deteſt, as unchriſtian and impious to believe, 
that it is lawful to murder, or deſtroy any perſon or perſons 
whatſoever, for or under pretence of tbeir being heretics ; 
and alſo that unchiiſtian, and impious principle, that no 
faith is to be kept with heretics. 1 further declare, that 
It is no article of my faith, and I do renounce, reject, and 
abjure the opinion that princes excommunicated by the Pope 
and council, or by any authority of the See of Rome, or 
by any authority whatſoever, . may be depoſed or murdered 
by their ſubjects, or by any perſon whatſoever ; ard I pro- 


miſe, that I will not hold, maintain or abet any ſuch opi- 
nion, 


BE- 48 


the ſincerity of their profeſſions) which 
without claſhing, in the leaſt, with their 
religious tenets, ſufficiently enſures their 
civil duty, and allegiance, 


As the conciliating ſpirit of the framers 
of that oath manifeſtly appears in the pre- 
amble to it, I ſhall take the liberty to in- 

in ſert 


nion, or any other opinion contrary to what is expreſſed in 
this declarations ; and 1 do declare, that I do not believe 
that the Pope of Rome, or any other foreign prince, pre- 
late, ſtate, or potentate, hath or ought to have, any tem- 
poral or civil juriſdiction, power, ſuperiority or pre-emi— 
nence, directly, or indirectly, within this realm; and I do 
ſolemnly, in the preſence of Almighty God, and of his only 
fon Jeſus Chriſt, my Redeemer, pre fels, teſtify and declare, 
that I do make this declaration, and every part thereof, in 
the plain and ordinary ſenſe of the words of this oath, with- 
out any evaſion, equivocation, or mental reſervation what- 
ever; and without any diſpenſation already granted by the 
Pope, or any authority of the See of Rome, or any perſon 
whatſoever; and without thinking that I am, or can be, 
acquitted betore God or man; or abſolved of this decla ra- 
tion, or any part thercof, although the Pope, or any other 
perſon or perſonz, or authority whatſoever, ſhall diſpenſe 
with, or anull the ſime, or declare that it was null and 
void from the beginning. 


So help me GOD, 


E 
ſert it here, for your ſerious and diſpaſſion- 
ate reviſal. 


* Whereas, many of his majeſty's ſub- 
* jects in this kingdom are deſirous to teſ- 
* tify their loyalty and allegiance to his 
& Majeſty, and their abhorrence of certain 
% doctrines imputed to them; and to remove 
* jealoufies, which hereby have for a length 
© of time, ſubſiſted between them, and 
* others his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects ; but 
* upon account of their religious tenets, 
* are by the laws now in being, prevented 
from giving public affurances of ſuch 
* allegiance, and their real principles, good 
* will and affection towards their fellow- 
* ſubjects; in order therefore, to give ſuch 
© perſons an opportunity of teſtifying their 
* allegiance to his Majeſty, and good will to- 
© wards the preſent conſtitution of this king- 
* dom, and to promote peace and induſtry 
* among the inhabitants thereof, be it 
t enacted, &c. 


This teſt, ſo well calculated to anfwer 


all the neceſſary purpoſes of civil duty and 
allegiance, 


1 
allegiance, has, I am aſſured, been volun- 
tarily and chearfully taken by great and re- 
ſpectable numbers of the Roman Catholic 
clergy, nobility, gentry, and people in 
difterent parts of that kingdom; whoſe 
example, I doubt not, will be ſoon fol- 


lowed by thoſe few * overſcrupulous' per- 
E ſons, 


® Theſe perſons, however, are not more ſcrupulous in this 
reſpect, than ſeveral members of parliament, firmly attached 
to the preſent conſtitution in church and ſtate, ſeemed to 
be, who made the like objection to ſome part of the word» 
ing of this teſt, while it was under debate. 

Mr. Hercules Langriſhe, in his excellent ſpeech in parli- 
ament in 1772, on a bill then introduced (but afterwards 
rejected) to enable Papiſts to take building leaſes, ſays a- 


mong other things relative to the Popery Laws, Let us 


cc conſider that the time is long ſince paſt, in which the 
«© recovery of an eſtabliſnment required oppreſſion fer its 
1c ſupport; or the weakneſs of government wiſhed to divide 
« in order to ſubdue. The time is come, in which you 
ec muſt offer the Roman Catholics one of theſe two alterna- 
« tives; you muſt either ſuffer them to enjoy the rights of 
« citizens and ſubjects, or do them the juſtice to baniſh 
ce them from the country. Do not think of flattering them 
« by the ſupineſs of laws, which may at any time be re- 
ce vived againſt them; and do not expect their gratitude 
cc becauſe you are not raſh enough to enforce, what you 
& were unjuſt enough to enat againſt them. Every ſolid ar- 
& gument (I wiſh I could ſay every ideal prejudice too) is 
te now removed, which might in former times have been 
« pleaded 
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ſons, who ſeem as yet to heſitate at ſome 
part of the wording, but not at the ſub- 
ſtance, or real Parke of it. 


It 


ce pleaded againſt ASM us not then continue for 
c ever to maintain a ſyſtem of laws—which are tempered 
«'in'the very bigottry of that religion, which they affect 
cc to reform which are too ſevere to be executed, and 
ce therefore do not bring ſecurity—which, before they can 
cc operate, muſt firſt corrupt, which never can be uſeful], 
ce becauſe they are not juſt. Let us not be ſo monſtrous as 
6 to ſuppoſe, we have a right, for ever to preſcribe three 
ec fourths of the community.“ 

While the advocates for the continuance of the Popery 
laws in a free nation, and under a limited monarchy, vin- 
dicate this breach of the public faith, how inconſiſtently 
do they cenſure, as perfidious, the revocation of the edi& 
of Nants, by that abſolute monarch Lewis XIV. whoſe 
will was a law, which the French Proteſtants knew they 
were at all times bound, by the conſtitution of their country, 
implicitly to obey ? Of this uncertainty of the French King's 
edifts, that eminent Proteſtant writer, Grotius, was fully 
ſenſible, when on that occaſion he ſaid, “ that he earneſtly 
« wiſhed ſuch edits might be always religiouſly obſerved, 
« but that he would have the Proteſtants of France to 
% know, that they were not to be confidered by them as 
& treaties or engagements (federa) but merely as declara · 
ce tions of that monarch's will and pleafure, made for pu- 
«© blic utility, and revocable by him, when ever the welfare 
* of the king lom ſeemed to require it.“ Diſcuſſ. Rivetian, 
. an. 1645, page 21. 


[6+ 


It is therefore, Sir, reaſonably to be 


hoped, that by ſome favourable change 
or relaxation of theſe ſevere laws, govern- 
ment will make a feaſonable acquiſition of 
the hearts and hands of more than a mil- 
lion of zealous and able ſubjects: now not 
only an uſeleſs, but a waſteful burthen to 
the public; and, by ſuch juſt and hus 
mane. condeſcention, will prevent all fu- 
ture reproach on your legiſlature, of coun- 
tenancing the breach of public faith, of 
ſtripping men of their property, for not 
parting with their integrity, fining and 
impriſoning them for conſciencious diſſent 
from ſettled forms of worſhip, or for opi- 
nions merely ſpeculative in matters of re- 
ligion; and in ſhort, of making your pro- 
teſtant courts of juſtice and equity reſemble, 
in theſe reſpects, that hated tribunal a Po- 


piſh inquiſition. 


Loxpoxn, I 2m, Sir, &c, 


P. S. 
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P. S. A word or two more, and I have 
done. It has been always declared, by the 
advocates for the continuance of the Pope- 
ry Laws, that they were at firſt enacted, 
and ever ſince kept in force, not on account 
of the innoxious ſpeculative tenets of Pa- 
piſts; but merely as a ſecurity and defence 
of government, againſt their dangerous 
practical principles. But fince theſe im- 
puted practical principles are now ſolemnly 
and explicity abjured ; and contrary prac- 
tical principles as ſolemnly and explicitly 
avowed by them, in the preſent teſt (which 
has been propoſed by the legiſlature itſelf, 
as amply ſufficient for theſe purpoſes) it 
evidently follows, that the Popery Laws 
can, now, have no other object, but the 
innoxious ſpeculative tenets of Papiſts, 
waich it is confeſſed, can afford no juſt 
cauſe, or even colourable pretence, for 
that perſecution, and diſtreſs, which theſe 
laws, by executing themſelves, muſt al- 
ways, and neceſſarily, bring upon them 
On the other hand, what warm returns 
of gratitude, for the mitigation of theſe 
laws, may not be expected from a people, 


whom 


1 
whom their unprovoked ſeverities, for 
more than ſeventy years paſt, have not 


cauſed to deviate from any one duty to 
the government that inflicts them? not- 


withſtanding two dangerous “ rebellions 


have been raiſed during that period, in 
favour of a Popiſh pretender to the crown 


of theſe kingdoms; from whoſe ſucceſs, ' 


they might have reaſonably promiſed 
themſelves ſome relaxation, if not an en- 
tire abrogation of them. And all the re- 
ward I am told, they expect for this ſignal 
perſeverance in duty and allegiance, 1s to 
be allowed to partake of that common 
juſtice and chriſtian liberty, which even 
the ſectaries among you, and they not the 
beſt of ſubjects neither, are permitted to 
enjoy by the laws of your country, viz- 
** a legal toleration to profeſs, and openly 
** acknowledge, upon every occaſion, the 
* religion of their conſciences, without 
* ſuffering thereby, any loſs or prejudice, 
either in their perſons or fortunes.” And 
ſurely, Sir, that reward cannot in reaſon 
be longer withheld from them; for, be- 

ſides 


* In the year 1715, and 1745. 
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fides what has been already mentioned, 
how inconſiſtent muſt it appear, if the 
fame government, which conſcious of the 
obligation of public faith, and heedleſs of 


the clamours of ill deſigning men, hag 


granted to the Papiſts of Canada (though 
remote in their fitnation, and aliens by 
birth) the full benefit of their late articles 
for ſuch toleration, ſhould Kill continue to 
deprive thoſe of Ireland (who are its natu- 
ral-born ſubjects, reſiding in the boſom. of 


the empire, and under its immediate in- 


ſpection) of thoſe advantages, to which 
they are equally entitled, by the like ſo- 
lemn engagements. Farewell. 


Loxpox, Sept. 2oth, 1777. 
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| ILLIAM and Mary, by the Grace 

of God, Cc. To all to whom theſe 
Preſents ſhall come, Greeting. Ihereas 
certain Articles, bearing Date the third 
Day of October laſt paſt, Made and Agreed 
on between Our Juſtices of Our Kingdom 
of Ireland, and Our General of Our Forces 
there on the one Part; and ſeveral Officers 
there, Commanding within the City of Li- 
merick in Our ſaid Kingdom, on the other 
Part. Whereby Our faid Juſtices and Ge- 
neral did undertake that We ſhould ratify 
thoſe Articles, within the Space of eight 
Months, or ſooner; and uſe their utmoit 
Endeavours that the ſame ſhould be Rati- 
fied and Confirmed in Parliament. The 
Tenour of which ſaid Articles, is as follows, 
VIZ. 


K A R- 
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- Agreed upon the third Day of October, One 
Thouſand Six Hundred and Ninety One, 


Between the Right Honourable Sir Marlis 
Porter, Knight, and Thomas Conningſby, 
Eſq ; Lords Juſtices of Ireland; and his 
Excellency the Baron De Gincłle, Lieu- 
tenant General, and Commander in Chief 
of the Engliſh Army; on the one Part. 


And the Right Honourable Patrick Earl 
of Lucan, Piercy Viſcount Gallmay, Co- 
lonel Nicholas Purcel, Colonel Nicholas 
Cuſacb, Sir Toby Butler, Colonel Garret 
Dillon, and Colonel Jobn Brown ; on the 
other Part : 


In the behalf of the Lt Inhabitants in the 
City and County of Limerick, the Coun- 
ties of Clare, Kerry, Cork, Sligo, and 
"gh 


In 0 onſideration of my Surrender 1 the City 


' of Limerick, ard other Agreements made 
 b. tween 


[ 69 J 
between the ſaid Lieutenant General 
Ginckle, the Governor of the City of Li- 
merick, and the Generals of the Iriſh Ar- 
my, bearing Date with theſe Preſents, 
for the Surrender of the ſaid City, and Sub- 
miſſion of the ſuid Army : It is agreed, That 


ART. I. H E Roman-Catholicks of this 

Kingdom ſhall enjoy ſuch 
Privileges in the Exerciſe of their Religion, 
as are conſiſtent with the Laws of Ireland ; 
or as they did enjoy in the Reign of King 
Charles the II. And their Majeſties, as 
ſoon as their Aﬀairs will permit them to 
ſummon a Parliament in this Kingdom, 
will endeavour to procure the ſaid Roman- 
Catbolicks ſuch further Security in that 
Particular, as may preſerve them from any 
Diſturbance upon the Account of their ſaid 
Religion. 


ART. II. All the inhabitants or Reſi- 


dents of Limerich, or any other Garriſon 
now in the Poſſeſſion of the 1r//, and all 


Officers and Soldiers, now in Arms, under 
any 


>, 8; 


any Commiſſion of King James, or thoſe 
authorized by him, to grant the ſame in the 
ſeveral Counties of Limerick, Clare, Kerry, 
Cork, and Mayo, or any of them ; and all 
the Commiſſioned Officers in their Ma- 


jeſties Quarters, that belong to the 1r:/þ 
Regiments, now in being, that are treated 


with, and who are not priſoners of War, 
or have taken protection, and who ſhall re- 
turn and ſubmit to their Majeſties obedi- 
ence ; and their and every of their Heirs, (hall 
hold, poſſeſs and enjoy, all and every their 
Eſtates of Free-hold, and inheritance : and 
all the Rights, Titles and Intereſts, Privi- 
leges and Immunities, which they, and eve- 
ry, or any of them held, enjoyed, or were 
rightfully and lawfully intitled to, in the 
Reign of King Charles II. or at eny time 
ſince, by the Laws and Statutes that were 
in Force in the ſaid Reign of King Charles 
IT. and ſhall be put in poſſeſſion, by order 
of the Government, of ſuch of them as 
are in the King's Hands, or the Hands of 
his Tenants, without being put to any ſuit 
or trouble therein; and all ſuch Eftates 
ſhall be freed and diſcharged from all arrears 


of 


„„ 


of Crown-rents, Quit-rents, and other 
publick charges, incurred and become due 
ſince Michaclmas 1688, to the day of the 
date hereof : And all Perſons comprehend- 
ed in this Article, ſhall have, hold, and en- 
joy all their Goods and Chattels, real and 
perſonal, to them, or any of them belong- 
ing, and remaning either in their own 
hands, or the hands of any perſons what- 
ſoever, in truſt for, or for the uſe of them, 
or any of them: And all and every the ſaid 
perſons, of what Profeſſian, Trade, or Calling 
fever they be, ſhall and may uſe, exerciſe 
and practiſe their ſeveral and reſpective Pro- 
feſſions, Trades and Callings, as freely as 
they did ule, exerciſe and enjoy the fame 
in the Reign of King Charles II. Provid- 
ed, that nothing in this Article contained, 
be conſtrued to extend to, or reſtore any 
forſeiting perſon now out of the Kingdom, 
except what are hereafter comprized : Pro- 
vided alſo, That no perſon whatſoever ſhall 
have or enjoy the benefit of this Article, 
that ſhall negle& or refuſe to take the Oath 
of Allegiance, made by a& of Parliament 

in 
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in England, in the firſt year of the Reign 
of their preſent Majeſties, when thereunto 


required. 


Arr. III. All Merchants, or reputed 
Merchants of the City of Limerick, or of 
any other Garriſon now poſſeſſed by the 
Iriſh, or of any Town or Place in the Coun- 
ties of Clare or Kerry, who are abſent be- 


yond the Seas, that have not bore arms ſince 


their Majeſties declaration in February 1688, 
ſhall have the benefit of the ſecond article, 
in the ſame manner, as if they were pre- 
ſent ; provided, ſuch Merchants, and reputed 
Merchants, do repair into this Kingdom 
within the ſpace of eight months after the 
date hereof. 


AR r. IV. The following Officers, vis, 
Colonel Simon Lutterel, Captain Rowland 
White, Maurice Euſtace of Yermanſtown, 
Chrievers of Mayſtown, commonly called 
Mount- Leinſter, now belonging to the Re- 
giments in the aforeſaid Garriſons and 
quarters of the Jriſb army, who were be- 
yond the Seas, and ſent thither upon affairs 


of 
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of their reſpective Regiments, or the Army 
in general, ſhall have the benefit and advan- 
tage of the ſecond article; provided they re- 
turn hither within the ſpace of eight months 
from the date of theſe preſents, and ſubmit 
to their Majeſties Government, and take 
the above mentioned oath. 


ART. V. That all and ſingular, the ſaid 
Perſons comprized in the ſecond and third 
articles, ſhall have a general pardon of all At- 
tainders, Outlawries, Treaſons, Miſpriſions 
of Treaſon, Premunires, Felonies, Treſ- 
paſſes, and other Crimes and Miſdemeanors 
whatſoever, by them, or any of them, com- 
mitted ſince the beginning of the Reign of 
King James II. and if any of them are at- 


tainted by Parliament, the Lords Juſtices, 


and General, will uſe their beſt endeavours 
to get the ſame repealed by parliament, and 
the outlawries to be reverſed Gratis, all but 
writing-clerks Fees. 


ART. VI. And whereas theſe preſent 
wars have drawn on great violences on both 


parts, and that if leave were given to the 
bringing 
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bringing all ſorts of private actions, the ani- 
moſities would probably continue, that have 
been too long on foot, and the publick diſ- 
turbances lait : for the quieting and ſet- 
tling therefore of this Kingdom, and avoid- 
ing thoſe inconveniences which would be 
the necceſſary conſequence of the contrary, 
no Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, comprized 
in the foregoing articles, ſhall be ſued, mo- 
leſted, or impleaded at the ſuit of any party 
or parties whatſoever, for any treſpaſſes by 
them committed, or for any Arms, Horſes, 
Money, Goods, Chattels, Merchandizes, 
or Proviſions whatſoever, by them ſeized 
or taken, during the time of the war. And 
no Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, in the 
ſecond or third articles comprized, ſhall be 
ſued, impleaded, or made accountable for 
the Rents or mean Rates of any Lands, Te- 
nements, or Houſes, by him or them re- 
ceived, or enjoyed in this Kingdom, ſince 
the beginning of the preſent war, to the 
day of the date hereof, nor for any waſte 
or treſpaſs, by him or them committed in 
any ſuch Lands, Tenements, or Houſes : 

and 
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and it is alſo agreed; that this article ſhall 
be mutual, and reciprocal, on both fides. 


Arr. VII. Every Nobleman and Gen- 
tleman comprized in the ſaid ſecond and 
third articles, ſhall have liberty to ride with 
a Sword, and caſe of Piſtols, if they think 
fit; and keep a Gun in their Houſes, for 
the defence of the ſame, or for Fowling. 


AR Tr. VIII. The inhabitants and reft= 
dents in the city of Limerick, and other Gar- 
riſons, ſhall be permitted to remove their 
Goods, Chattels, and Proviſons, out of the 
ſame, without being viewed and ſearched, 
or paying any manner of duties, and ſhall 
not be compelled to leave the Houſes or 
Lodgings they now have, for the ſpace of 
fix weeks next enſuing the date hereof. 


ART. IX. The oath to be adminiſtred to 
ſuch Roman-Catholicks as ſubmit to their 
Majeſties Government, ſhall be the oath a- 


boveſaid, and no other. 


Ar. X. No Perſon or Perſons, who 
ſhall at any time hereafter break theſe ar- 
L ticles, 


1 1 


ticles, or any of them, ſhall thereby make, 
or cauſe any other perſon or perſons, to for- 
feit or loſe the benefit of the ſame. ' 


ART. XI. The lords juſtices * and ge- 
neral do promiſe to ule their utmoſt en- 
deavours, that all the perſons comprehended 
in the above mentioned articles, ſhall be 
protected and defended from all arreſts and 
executions for debt or damage, for the 
ſpace of eight months, next enſuing the 
date hereof. 


ART. XII. The lords juſtices and ge- 
neral do undertake, that their majeſties 
will ratify theſe articles, within the ſpace 
of eight months, or ſooner, and uſe their 
utmoſt endeavours, that the ſame ſhall be 
ratified and confirmed in parliament. 


ART. XIII. Laſtly, And whereas Colo- 
nel John Brown ſtood indebted to ſeveral 
Proteſtants, by judgments of record ; which 
appearing to the late government, the Lord 

Tyrconnel, 


® Theſe lords juſtices were then lords of the regency in 
Ireland, as there was no Lord Lieutenant there. 


1 


Tyrconnel, and Lord Lucan, took away 
the effects the ſaid John Brown had to an- 
ſwer the ſaid debts, and promiſed to clear 
the ſaid John Brown of. the faid debts; 
which effects were taken for the public 
uſe of the 11h, and their army: for free- 
ing the ſaid Lord Lucan of his ſaid engage- 
ment, paſſed on their public account, for 
payment of the ſaid Proteſtants, and for 
preventing the ruin of the ſaid ahn Brown, 
and for ſatisfaction of his creditors, at the 
inſtance of the Lord Lucan, and the reſt 
of the perſons aforeſaid, it is agreed, that 
the ſaid lords juſtices, and the ſaid baron 
de Gincłle, ſhall intercede with the king 
and parliament, to have the eſtates ſecured 
to Roman Catholics, by articles and capitu- 
lation in this kingdom, charged with, and 
equally liable to the payment of ſo much 
of the ſaid debts, as the ſaid Lord Lucan, 
upon ſtating accompts with the ſaid Jobn 
| Brown, ſhall certify under his hand, that 
the effects taken from the ſaid Brown a- 
mount unto; which accompt 1s to be 


ſtated, and the balance certified by the 
Lord 
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Lord Lucan in one and twenty Gays. after 
the date hereof: 


For the true performance hereof, we 
have hereunto ſet our hands, 


Preſent, 8 Char. Porter, 
Scravemore. Tho. Coning ſby. 
H. Maccay. Bar. De Gincꝶle. 
T. Taimafh. | 


ND whereas the ſaid city of Limerick 
hath been fince, in purſaance of 

the ſaid articles, ſurrendered unto us, A 
know ye, that we having conſidered of the 
ſaid articles, are graciouſly pleaſed hereby 
to declare, that we do for us, our heirs 
and ſucceſſors, as far as in us hes, ratifie 
and confirm the ſame, and every clauſe, 
matter and thing therein contained. And 
as to ſuch parts thereof, for which an act 
ot parliament ſhall be found to be neceſſa- 
ry, we ſhall recommend the ſame to be 
made good by parliament, and ſhall give 
Our 
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our royal aſſent to any bill or bills, that 
ſhall be paſſed by our two Houſes of Par- 
liament to that purpoſe. And whereas it 
appears unto us, that it was agreed be- 
tween the parties to the ſaid articles, that 
after the words Limerick, Clare, Kerry, 
Cork, Mayo, or any of them, in the ſecond 
of the ſaid articles, the words following, 
viz. and all ſuch as are under their protection 
in the ſaid counties, ſhould be inſerted, and 
be part of the ſaid articles: which words 
having been caſually omitted by the writer, 
the omiſſion was not diſcovered till after 
the ſaid articles were ſigned, but was ta- 
ken notice of before the ſecond town was 
ſurrendered : and that our faid juſtices and 
general, or one of them, did promile that 
the ſaid clauſe ſhould be made good, it 
being within the intention of the capitu- 
lation, and inſerted in the foul draught 
thereof: our further will and pleaſure is, and 
we do hereby ratify and confirm the ſaid 
omitted words, viz. [And all ſuch as are 
under their protection in the ſaid counties] 
Hereby for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 
ordaining and declaring, that all and every 
perſon 
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perſon and perſons therein concerned, ſhall 
and may have, receive, and enjoy the be- 
nefit thereof, in ſuch and the ſame man- 
ner, as if the ſaid words had been inſerted 
in their proper place, in the faid ſecond 
article; any omiſſion, defect, or miſtake 
in the ſaid ſecond article, in any wiſe not- 
withſtanding. Provided always, and our 
will and pleaſure 1s, that theſe our letters 
patents ſhall be enrolled in our court of 
Chancery, in our ſaid kingdom of Ireland, 
within the ſpace of one year next enſuing. 
In witneſs, &c. Witneſs our ſeal at Weſt- 
miſter, the twenty-tourth day of February, 
anno regni regis & reginæ Gulielmi & Ma- 
riæ guarto per breve de privato figillo. Nos 
autem tenorem premiſſor. predict. Ad requiſi- 
tionem attornat. general. domini regts & do- 
mine regine pro regno Hiberniz. duximus 
exemplificand. per preſentes, In cujus rei teſti- 
monium bas literas noſtras ſieri fecimus paten- 
tes. Teſtibus bis isis apud Weſtmon. 
quinto die Aprilis, annog. regni eorum quarto. 


BRIDGES. 
Examinat. j S. Keck | 1 Cancel. 
per nos ULacon, Wm, Childe 3 Magiſtros. 


The Oath of Fidelity or Allegiance re- 
quired by the ſecond Article of this 


Treaty, 


I. A. B. do fincerely Promiſe and Swear, 
that I will be faithful, and bear true Allegi- 
ance to their Majefties King William and 
Queen Mary. 
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